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By Kamari Stevens

A day that is usually known 
for harmless pranks was 
darkened for the South Side 
with the double homicide 
that occurred at the corner 
of Parsons and Kossuth.

On April 1, Jenea Harvison and her 
younger brother Donell McDonald were 
gunned down outside of Harvison’s day care 
center, Success Kidz. Police were able to 
apprehend the shooter, believed to be Har-
vison’s estranged husband, Roy Harvison. 
While tragic, the incident underscores the 
need to draw attention to domestic violence 
and allow for those in physically or verbally 
abusive relationships to find an escape.

According to the National Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence web site, “one in 
three women and one in four men have been 
victims of [some form of] physical violence by 
an intimate partner within their lifetime.”

In Columbus, Choices is the safe haven 
for victims of abuse. Susan Villilo, Execu-
tive Director of Choices, describes it as be-
ing a place where “we are always available 
and ready to help someone having this kind 
of crisis.” Villilo acknowledged the 24-hour 
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Read this issue via the web  
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The South Side Voice is dedicated to providing 
the South Side of Columbus with a high quality com-
munity newspaper, which recognizes and celebrates 
the achievements of community members; shares 
pertinent news and information of interest to the 
community; and promotes neighborhood cohesion, 
community engagement and good citizenship.

For purposes of this newspaper, the “South Side” 
refers to the area including the ten civic associations 
in the Columbus South Side Area Commission and 
the six civic associations in the Far South Columbus 
Area Commission. This may be modified in the future 
as this newspaper grows. This newspaper is currently 
managed by the Southern Gateway Project Team on 
behalf of the City of Columbus and the United Way 
of Central Ohio, which is the presenting organization.

While presented by the UWCO, this newspaper 
shall be made available at no charge to any South Side 
resident or person with a substantial interest in the 
South Side. The availability of this newspaper in elec-
tronic format on the All Things South website is consid-
ered adequate availability for all residents outside the 
Southern Gateway Planning Area (approximately 3,100 
households in Reeb-Hosack/Steelton Village, Hungar-
ian Village, South Merion Village, Stambaugh-Elwood 
and that portion of Innis Gardens Village situated be-
tween Parsons Avenue and Lockbourne Road). Res-
idents within the planning area shall also be provided 
one printed copy mailed or delivered to each residence. 
If needed, additional copies may be purchased at a per 
copy fee in effect at that time. 

The South Side Voice’s Editorial Committee, 
however, wishes to make hard copies available to as 
many residents, businesses and visitors as possible 
and will therefore consider expanding the distribu-
tion of hard copies by mail to additional households 
and through making copies available at area busi-
nesses and organizations. The use of story ideas 
and event listings submitted by the public and the 
number of copies to be printed, mailed or otherwise 
distributed is at the discretion of the Editorial Com-
mittee within the limits of available resources. 
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EDITORIAL

RACE FOR THE (HAIR)CUT

I need a haircut. And depending on 
whom you ask, like say, my mother,  
I needed one forever ago. 

I know that’s not an accurate measure of time and it is 
not rational, but my mother is also not rational, so it fits. The 
last haircut I received was at her request. It was the day after 
Christmas and my mother strongly encouraged – by shoving 
$20 into my hand – that I get a haircut. 

At this point, it may seem like I don’t enjoy getting haircuts. 
That is patently false. I love haircuts. Miracles always seem 
more possible when I’ve just had my ears lowered. History is 
made and my legacy is cemented if my wig has just been split. 
So why haven’t I gotten a haircut? 

I can’t find a barber shop. At all. I have been living in 
Merion Village almost a year and no luck. And it’s not from 
lack of effort. Before I moved here, I was in a haircut rut. I had 
recently been evicted from my apartment and was residing in 
a guest room I shared with archery equipment and raccoons. 
A haircut didn’t seem like a priority at that point. Then the 
move happened and while necessary, it put my old barber on 
the other side of town. No problem, I thought. There is bound 
to be barber shops a plenty at my new sleeping location, I 

By Kamari Stevens

thought. Incorrect. There are not. That is not to say 
there isn’t any. There are. Just not my kind of shops. I’ve 
been going to the barber since I was one. And from the 
beginning, the experience has superseded the haircut. 
Not only is the shop required to have a capable barber or 
two, but they needed to have a good atmosphere, some 
bells and whistles (or more importantly, some XBoxes 
and Playstations). The music and conversation had to be 
exceptional. Once I left that chair, I had to know that I 
just went through a follicular reincarnation. 

My initial journey began where most journeys begin 
these days: the Internet. I googled “barber shops near 
Parsons Ave,” because that is where I figured find a shop that 
would satisfy my needs. I found three, two who were outside 
a reasonable walking distance (which isn’t a requirement, 
but I do prefer convenience) and one where the barber took 
the phrase “hair cut” very literally. He cuts your hair, he cuts 
all of it, and that’s that. I felt desperate. How I would I find a 
barber to call my own? I mean, I had used the Internet and 
nothing. I was forced to resort to more archaic methods: 
Word of Mouth. I had to talk to people. Not regular people, 
but strangers. It’s difficult to get good information out of 
strangers, but I had no choice. At this point in my journey, 
I had encountered both my mother and grandmother, who 
again shoved $20 in my hands and encouraged me to get a 
haircut. They said they were tired of me looking like social 
activist Cornel West. It seems that if your parents start 
hinting that you look like certain civil rights leaders, it is 
time to have a date with the clippers.

I run into a guy at a gas station. Ok, he’s the clerk 
there. And he seems like he goes to a decent place, so I ask 
him for a tip. He replies, saying it’s in the neighborhood. 
Near South High, he says. Great! It’s nearby, I can walk 
there, and if it’s near South High probably a bunch of the 
kids go there, so the vibe will be what I’m familiar with. 
This is great news, until it becomes a sad reality. I never 
got a name for the shop, so I just searched for it. In the two 
hours I spent walking around South High I didn’t find 
a barber shop, but I did find Bobby Lee’s penicillin. So 
Bobby, if you are reading this you can find your penicillin 
on a stoop near South High. 

As for me, I’m still looking for that haircut. ◆

The music and conversation had to be 
exceptional. Once I left that chair,  
I had to know that I just went through  
a follicular reincarnation. 

Have a barber shop recommendation for Kamari? Email paper@southsidevoice.org with the subject “Get a Haircut.”
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phone line that families experiencing do-
mestic violence can use to receive assistance, 
sometimes in the form of an emergency es-
cape to their shelter.

“We provide transportation to [our] 
shelter,” said Villilo, “For a lot of folks, trans-
portation ends up being an issue; either they 
don’t have it or the car would be identified.”

Choices is currently the only shelter for 
victims of abuse in Columbus, possessing a 
40 bed capacity, according to Villilo. 

“We never turn away anyone who is in 
danger, so right now we have 93 people living 
in that 40 bed shelter,” she added.

A means to an escape isn’t all that Choices 
offers.

“In addition to our shelter and hotline, 
we have community advocates who can go 
out into the home and actually work with 
people. We have therapists who provide in-
dividual   counseling, and we have legal ad-
vocates who can help folks navigate that very 
complex legal system, [such as] getting pro-
tection orders and filing charges against the 
perpetrator,” said Villilo.

While Choices provides a variety of help 
to those affected by domestic violence, the 
most important thing to do is notice the 
signs. Villilo said it is important for friends 
and family to take any claims of domestic 
abuse seriously. She also added that the vic-
tim themselves must also be able to recog-
nize when a relationship is becoming toxic.

“Domestic violence tends to escalate over 
time, so what may start out as name-calling or 
threatening can [gradually] become physical 
violence,” said Villilo. “I think the biggest sign 
for folks is if the victim feels like they need to 
change their behavior in order to avoid nega-
tive consequences with the other partner.” ◆

Continued from page 1

“Domestic violence tends 
to escalate over time, so 
what may start out as 

name-calling or threatening 
can [gradually] become 

physical violence,”

The event that focused on raising awareness of 
the community garden, also held a memorial for 
the recently slain owner of Success Kidz, Jenea 
Harvison and her brother, Donell McDonald.
“Our motto is ‘We are so much more than a 
garden,’” said event organizer Michael Doody.
“This is a commonwealth, and we give a third 
to the local pantries, we give a third to the peo-
ple that work here and then a third we (may) 
sell, or people can help themselves.” Kale, 
Broccoli, Lettuce, Collard Greens, and healing 

herbs (rosemary, sage, lavender) were plant-
ed in the community garden during the event. 
Doody said anyone interested in becoming 
involved with the garden can visit their Face-
book page or email them at kossuthgarden@
gmail.com. If they shun the digital route, Doo-
dy added that people are usually at the gar-
den every weeknight at 6pm and anyone is 
welcome to stop by and get involved.

IF YOU, OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW, IS  
IN AN ABUSIVE RELATIONSHIP, VISIT

WWW.CHOICESCOLUMBUS.ORG  
OR CALL  (614) 224-4663.

Locals took part in 
the Kossuth Garden’s 

Earth Day Celebration 
experiencing the musical 

sounds of bands including 
Shady Groves, taking in 

the smell of fresh soil and 
congregating with their 

community during a sunny 
afternoon on April 18th. 
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 MAY 6, JUNE 3 

MERION VILLAGE CIVIC  
ASSOCIATION MEETING
7-8:30pm at Merion Village Information 
Center, 1330 S. Fourth St.

Come hear about exciting new 
neighborhood developments in 2015, 
give your input on all aspects of your 
neighborhood and, most importantly, 
get to know your neighbors! 

Visit www.merionvillage.org  
for more information

 MAY 6, JUNE 3 

VASSOR VILLAGE CIVIC  
ASSOCIATION MEETING
7-8:30pm at Hungarian Reformed 
Church, 365 Woodrow Ave., lower level

Everyone is welcome to attend! Get 
involved in YOUR civic association to 
create the future of YOUR neighborhood. 

 MAY 7, JUNE 4 

GREATER COLUMBUS  
GROWING COALITION
6-7:30pm at Hope Lutheran Church,  
820 Lilly Ave.

Are you interested in connecting with 
your community and celebrating the 
beautification of it? We ask you to join 
us at Hope Lutheran Church with a veg-
etable dish or a dessert, while we gather 
to discuss ideas on growing more com-
munity gardens and programs dedicated 
to maintaining a beautiful community.

 MAY 2 

WALK WITH A DOC
8:30-9:30am at Indian Mound Park and 
Community Center, 3901 Parsons Ave.

Take steps to a healthier you with Walk 
with a Doc. Every other Saturday we will 
host an hour-long morning walk led by 
a physician from Mount Carmel Health 
System. Walkers can attend and walk 
for as little or as long as they like, and 
all can enjoy refreshments and walking 
incentives at each walk.

 MAY 2 

CENTERING PRAYERS
10:30-12pm at Corpus Christi Center of 
Peace, 1111 E Stewart Ave.

Attendees gather to support each other 
in the practice of Centering Prayers – a 
simple, contemplative way of being 
with God. Each attendee will spend 20 
minutes in prayer and time discussing 
the subject with the assistance of 
articles, books and DVDs. No prior 
experience is necessary.

Contact CCCoP at 614-512-3731 or cor-
puschristicenterofpeace@gmail.com for 
more info or to register

 MAY 2 

VILLAGE DERBY DAY FUNDRAISER
4:30-9:30pm at Germania, 543 S. Front St.

Grab your hat or bow tie and join us for 
a day filled mint juleps, endless pictures 
at the photo booth, horse betting, 
appetizers, and live entertainment. This 
is a fundraising event, tickets are $50 
and attendees must be at least 21.

 MAY 3, JUNE 7 

MINISTRIES 4 MOVEMENT MARCH
3-4pm at Family Missionary Baptist 
Church, 996 Oakwood Ave.

All are welcome to the awareness 
march, followed by a short program 
focusing on a monthly theme. Learn how 
to change the conditions and improve 
the quality of life in your communities.

 MAY 6, JUNE 3 

PAMA MEETING
12-1:30pm at Scrambler Marie’s,  
567 E. Livingston Ave.

All are welcome to the Parsons Ave-
nue Merchants Association monthly 
meeting.  The meeting will be focusing 
on the future development of Parsons. 
Improvements are being planned, so 
come learn about them and get involved! 
Meeting will be held in separate meeting 
room at Scrambler Marie’s.

 MAY 6, 13,  22 AND JUNE 3 

SOUTH SIDE NEIGHBORHOOD 
PRIDE CENTER TEAM 
1:30-2:30pm at Barack Recreation  
Center, 580 E. Woodrow Ave.

Come be a part of the South Side 
Neighborhood Pride Center Team. 
We meet at 1:30pm for the first three 
Wednesdays of each month. The fourth 
Friday of each month we meet at 3pm. 
(There are no meetings on the fifth 
Wednesday or Friday of each month.)

MAY COMMUNITY EVENTS

BE FEATURED ON THIS PAGE
To have your meeting or event listed, send us a short description, date, time, location and web link (if any). 

paper@southsidevoice.org

MAY 2

FIRST BIRTHDAYS
3pm at Community Development for All People,  
946 Parsons Ave.

Save the Date! Come together as we celebrate the life of our South 

Side babies and community. This event will feature fun activities, as 

well as prizes. Community Development for All People wants you to 

join our family as we all work together towards creating a community 

of healthy babies and healthy families.

Contact Raquel Fuentes, Community Engagement 
Coordinator, at (614) 620-9198 for more information.
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 MAY 7 

STAY (EDUCATION)  
MEETING
6:30-7:30pm at German Village 
Meeting Haus, 240 E. Kossuth St.

Join us for our STAY Meeting this 
month. Childcare will be compli-
mentary, courtesy of The Village 
Community Church, but RSVP 
will be necessary. (NOTE: We 
have shifted our meeting schedule 
to be May-Aug-Nov-Feb. This 
schedule will create fewer conflicts 
with busy seasons and holidays so 
that more people can participate.)

 MAY 14 

WOMEN TO WOMEN  
LISTENING CIRCLE
11:30-1:30pm at Corpus Christi 
Center of Peace,  
1111 E. Stewart Ave.

This event welcome women of all 
ages and walks of life. Women to 
Women is a safe, non-judgmen-
tal and confidential place. This 
is simply a place to step away, 
breathe and share with other 
women. There are no require-
ments or pre-registration neces-
sary, please come as you are.

Contact CCCoP at (614) 512-3731 
or corpuschristicenterofpeace@
gmail.com for more info or  
to register

 MAY 27 

BLOCK WATCH  
COMMUNITY MEETING  
FOR THE SOUTH SIDE
6:30-8pm at Barack Recreation 
Center, 580 E. Woodrow Ave.

A monthly meeting of all 
south side block watch 
representatives and the 
community at large. Everyone 
is welcomed and encouraged 
to attend. Different guest 
speakers are invited each 
month to share a wide range of 
information.

Contact Jo Anne St. Clair, City 
Liaison, to verify meeting times 
at (614) 645-8097

Schumacher Place
Kathy Green, President 
kathrynfgreen@yahoo.com
Meetings held third Tuesday 
of the month at 6:30 p.m. at 
Planks Cafe on Parsons
www.schumacherplace.org

Hungarian Village
Paula Copeland, President 
hvsociety@yahoo.com 
614-222-2145, Meetings held 
second Wednesday of the month 
at 7:00 p.m., Hungarian Reform 
Church , 365 Woodrow Ave.

Reeb-Hosack/ 
Steelton Village  
Linda Henry, Co-chair
lshenry4@gmail.com
Lillie Banner, Co-chair
Meetings held second Tuesday of 
the month at 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. at 
Resurrection Missionary Baptist 
Church, 280 Hosack, Social/food 
6:30 – 7:00 p.m. 

Merion Village
Tony Roell, President 
anthonyroell@gmail.com
Meetings held first Wednes-
day of the month, 7-8:30 p.m. 
at Merion Village Information 
Center, 1330 S. Fourth St. Come 
hear about exciting neighbor-
hood developments coming 
in 2015, give your input on all 
aspects of your neighborhood 
and get to know your neighbors.  
For more information visit  
www.merionvillage.org

Ganthers Place 
Allen Carrel, President 
ganthersplace@gmail.com 
Meetings held the fourth Thurs-
day of every month at 6 p.m. at 
566 Reinhard Ave. 43206

Southern Orchards 
Richard Shaffer, President 
southernorchards.1982@gmail.
com, Meetings held first Tuesday 
of the month at 6:00 p.m., Stowe 
Mission, 888 Parson Ave.
 

Vassor Village 
Kelly Coate, President
remaxpckellycoate@aol.com
Meetings held first Wednes-
day of each month at Barack 
Recreation Center 580 Wood-
row Ave., Block Watch at 6:30 
p.m. Meeting starts at 7:00 p.m. 
www.vassorvillage.webs.com 

Innis Gardens Village
Brenda Cummings, President 
bndbhealthy@yahoo.com
Meetings held the fourth Thurs-
day of the month at 1402 Smith 
Rd. Come join us for our local 
Block Watch and Civic Associa-
tion meetings. The Block Watch 
meeting runs from 6-6:45pm, 
with the Civic Association 
meeting following afterward. 
Come get involved!

Deshler Park  
Rachelle Robinson, President 
deshlerparkcivic@gmail.com
614-233-1922 
Meetings held the third 
Thursday of the month, 6-7pm 
at Alvis House, 1755 Alum 
Creek Dr. Everyone is welcome 
to join us at our Civic Associa-
tion meeting. Attend and hear 
about the great things taking 
place in our neighborhood!

SouthSide C.A.N. 
Debera Diggs, President 
614-598-2237. Meetings held 
second Mondays of the month 
at 7:00 p.m. at South High 
School, 1160 Ann St.

Edgewood Civic  
Association
Ted Welch, President
twelch@edgewoodcivicorg.com 
(614) 946-2247  
Meetings held second Tuesday 
of the month at 7:00 p.m.,  
Corpus Christi Parish Office, 
1111 E Stewart Ave.

Stambaugh-Elwood 
For more information, contact 
Tim Brown, 614-446-9090

CIVIC ASSOCIATION  
LEADERS & MEETING TIMES

Delving deeply into the often misunderstood 

and frequently over looked historic realities 

of the American Indian, The Canary Effect 

follows the terrifying and horrific abuses 

instilled upon the Indigenous people of North 

America, and details the genocidal practices 

of the US government and its continuing 

effects on present-day Indian country. 

Following the film we’ll have a conversation 

led by a representative of the Native American 

Indian Center of Central Ohio. 

 JUNE 4 

MOVIES THAT TOUCH OUR HEARTS: 

THE CANARY EFFECT: 
KILL THE INDIAN,  
SAVE THE MAN
6:30pm at Corpus  
Christi Center of Peace,  
1111 E. Stewart Ave

To reserve a bowl of popcorn and your seat 
for this powerful film, register online at 

cccenterofpeace.org or 614-512-3731 or 
corpuschristicenterofpeace@gmail.com.  

This event is free but you’ll have the 
opportunity to make a free will donation to 

support the work of CCCoP.
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Research has shown that one of 
the biggest factors in reading suc-
cess is vocabulary acquisition –or 
just knowing a lot of words. Unfor-
tunately, many school reading pro-
grams don’t focus on vocabulary, but, 
if taught at home or in school with a 
structured reading program, specific 
word study improves over-all reading 
ability significantly. Simply put, the 
more words you know, the more likely 
you are to be a successful reader. 

Early elementary students are taught 
“sight words”, or words that are recog-
nized without being sounded out. The 
easiest way to master these basic words 
are flashcards, but even more helpful is 
identifying sight words in public places. 
Sight words appear everywhere, from 

the magazine racks in the grocery line 
to billboards and signs. When you see 
them, point to the word and have your 
child say it. Then say the letters aloud 
together. Eventually, encourage your 
child to look for and point out words on 
their own. 

As your child grows use the same ac-
tivity for non-sight words. For example, 
at the grocery ask your child to point to 
a fruit or vegetable they know and state 
what it is. Then ask them to locate the 
sign that labels the item and repeat the 
letters. Like flashcards, this reinforces 
the word and the object in the student’s 
memory. They may not be able to recall 
the spelling of more complex words, but 
making connections with the word and 
the object is more important. 

READING COMPREHENSION SERIES PART III
This final article in our spring literacy series will deal with an often-
overlooked component of reading: your child’s vocabulary By Ted Otting 

TIPS from a TEACHER

In middle to late elementary students be-
gin to have spelling lists. This is a common 
way teachers introduce vocabulary. Unfortu-
nately, simple memorization and repeatedly 
writing words doesn’t work for all students. 
An alternative method is having students use 
their words verbally in a sentence and then 
describe what the word means. Again, by say-
ing a word aloud and describing it, students 
make the connection with the word and how 
it is used, cementing it in their mind. 

By middle school and early high school, 
students’ vocabularies will come to include 
more content-specific words as they begin 
complex math and science classes. They 
should continue use of vocabulary in con-
versation whether related to school topics 
or not. Encourage them to use words in 
descriptive or colorful ways: “I’m excited” 
can be “I’m exuberant” or “It was great” 
can be “It was superb”. This is the critical 
piece of vocabulary acquisition: it needs to 
be interactive. Spelling lists and flashcards 
alone don’t always work. Language needs 
to be read and spoken aloud for it to be re-
called. The more you can expose your child 
to words spoken and written the larger the 
vocabulary they will have and the more it 
will benefit their reading. ◆

Reading is the foundation for all 
learning. In order to help your 

child improve their reading, two 
of the three essentials in reading 
education have been discussed: 

Fluency and Comprehension. 
The third part is the simplest, 

but is often overlooked:  
Vocabulary Acquisition.

At the grocery ask your 
child to point to a fruit or 
vegetable they know and 
state what it is. Then ask 
them to locate the sign 
that labels the item and 
repeat the letters. Like 
flashcards, this reinforces 
the word and the object 
in the student’s memory. 
They may not be able 
to recall the spelling of 
more complex words, but 
making connections with 
the word and the object is 
more important. 
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New bike shop 
provides affordable 

bikes and much more 
for the South Side 

 
By Kamari Stevens

A s Bikes For All People were opening 
their doors, the weather was turning 
its back. Located at 934 Parsons Av-

enue, Bikes For All People, a non-profit orga-
nization and bike shop that offers a selection 
of refurbished bikes, as well as bike repairs 
and accessories opened last September.

“Opening a bike shop in September or 
October, you have like three weeks and then 
it snows,” joked Executive Director and in-
house Bike Expert, Ed Miner.

The timing of the shop’s opening, while 
unusual, was in order to take advantage of 
the initial launching of the More Than A 
Brother’s Keeper program, coordinated by 
the Ohio State University’s Kirwan Insti-
tute, that allows young African American 
boys from the South Side to learn about bike 
maintenance for several weeks. Miner, 52, 
is the resident bike sensei. He works on the 
bikes that are brought in for repairs and he 
teaches those interested in maintaining their 
bike upkeep on their own time. Miner said 
the idea for Bikes For All People came from 
John Edgar, Reverend of Church For All Peo-
ple, which resides only a few doors down.

“The observation was made that people 
here needed a place where they could get 
their bikes fixed at reasonable prices and 
maybe we would have some retail (items) 
that were affordable,” Miner said.

Miner oversees all of the bike repairs, and 
while the shop does charge for them, the pri-
mary goal is to have the patron leave with a 
fixed bike.

“If you come in and you want (us to fix) 
something that would normally cost $50 
and you only have $10, then it costs $10, “ 
he said. “We don’t say ‘No, we are sorry, we 
can’t fix that.’”

The shop also features work stations 
where patrons can come in and use tools to 
work on their bikes, free of charge. Miner 
teaches a bike maintenance class at the shop 
every fourth Tuesday of each month at 6:30 
p.m. and he desires to see more people taking 
advantage of it. Melvin Harris, a cafeteria work-
er at AEP, recently began visiting the shop after 
experiencing some issues with his bike.

“I had (Miner) change out my sprocket – it 
was bent in – he pulled that out,” said Harris. 
“(Miner) is pretty knowledgeable about the 
bikes. I wouldn’t have came back if he wasn’t.”

“He got me riding smoothly,” he added.
Miner’s bike experience spans over three 

decades -- he started taking cycling seriously 
at 18. He doesn’t know what caused his en-
thusiasm for the activity, but does credit his 
experience working at a bike shop in his early 
adult years as his initiation into the bike life. 
He recalls realizing that riding his bike was “a 
lot less expensive than buying gas.” 

“It is to the point now, where I have to 
ride everyday,” Miner said, “it helps me feel 
better physically and mentally.”

Bikes For All People are restarting their 
monthly group bike outing, which occurs 
every third Sunday of each month at 2 p.m., 
with the improved weather. Miner said rid-
ing in Columbus has been a fine experience.

“If you are smart about where you ride, 
it’s mostly okay,” he said. “Sometimes going 
across Whittier, people are in a hurry to get 
around you.”

Miner added that he does believe cyclists 
will be safe once more people make it a priority.

“The more that people ride, the more the 
city is serious about trying to make it safe 
for people to ride. I think having a mayor – 
(Mayor Coleman) – who rides has been re-
ally helpful, and having organizations like 
ours,” he said.

Miner sees Bikes For All People growing 
into self-sustaining business in the upcoming 
years, after receiving assistance from grants 
and donations from the United Methodist 
Church, Ohio Health and numerous others 
to build a solid foundation.

“We got off to a pretty good start and 
think we’re financially stable for the time be-
ing,” he said.

As Bike For All People develops a pres-
ence within the South Side community, 
Miner hopes that the diversity of the area is 
reflected in all its visitors.

“We want to bridge gaps around the com-
mon interest in cycling,” Miner said, “(We 
want) people from both sides of Parsons Av-
enue (to) be able to find a place here and find 
some common ground around bike riding.”

And though it has been limited, Miner 
has seen examples of diversity he hopes be-
come entrenched.

“(Bikes For All People) are half a mile 
away from a house that sold for a million 
dollars, and we’re probably 20 yards away 
from a house that sold for $30,000, but the 
little bit of riding we have done have been 
all different kinds of people. We have people 
on $5,000 bikes and on $50 bikes and they 
have a great time when they go out and ride 
together,” he said. ◆

TIPS FROM LOCAL BIKE 
SAVANT, ED MINER

FOLLOW THE LAWS: Miner says, “Please 
don’t ride on the sidewalk. Ride on the road 
and follow the laws like you would in a car… 
the best way to be safe is to be predictable.”

WEAR YOUR HELMET: Miner says,  
“Make sure you have a helmet, make sure 
it fits right. Wear it all the time. I’ve had my 
head saved a couple times by helmets,  
so I speak from experience.”

KEEP YOUR BIKE CLEAN: Miner says, 
“Keep (your bike) well maintained. If you’re 
not sure what to do, come (to Bikes For All 
People) and ask. And we’ll try to help you 
figure that out. The biggest thing is keeping 
your bike clean and looking out for it… giving 
it a once-over after you ride.”

AS THE 
WHEELS 

TURN
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CONTAINERS
It wouldn’t be container gardening 

without containers, after all. Finding the 
right container for your crop is key. You’ll 
want something that’s appropriately 
sized for what you want to grow. Herbs, 
for example, typically don’t require a lot 
of dirt to maintain the roots, so you can 
use something like plastic cups or milk 
containers. If you want to grow root veg-
etables, like carrots, you’ll need some-
thing deeper. A 5- gallon bucket from 
the hardware store will work. This will 
also work for pepper plants. Buckets of 
all sizes are great for container garden-
ing, because they have handles and can 
be moved easily. 

DRAINAGE
What goes in, must come out! You’ll 

want to make sure any containers you 
use have good drainage, because if you 
don’t, roots suffocate and can devel-
op infections, which on top of killing 
the plant, smell pretty terrible and in-
vite mosquitoes. Some containers have 
drainage, but improvised containers, like 
buckets, may need to have holes added. 
This can easily be accomplished with a 
power drill. If you are making holes your-
self, make sure you put in enough for wa-
ter to drain away, but not so many that 
it weakens the bottom. Also, placing a 
layer of pea gravel in the bottom of your 
containers will not only give them a firm-
er hold in windy conditions, but will keep 
dirt from getting stuck in the drainage 
holes. With enough drainage, you’ll have 
a hard time overwatering the plants. Just 
make sure not to underwater them.

PLACEMENT
Almost every vegetable and herb 

you’ll cultivate will be a full-sun plant, so 
you’ll want to place your container gar-
den in a place where it gets maximum 
sun. Here in the northern hemisphere, 
the sun passes over us a little ways to 
the south, so placement in an un-shad-
ed place on the south side of your home 
is optimum. If you can’t find a spot there, 
fear not. Any place with a lot of sunlight 
will do, and if you don’t have any places 
where light is plentiful, there are things 
like beans and certain kinds of lettuce 
that do alright in a lower light. 

GET VERTICAL
One of the advantages of contain-

er gardening is that you’re not confined 
to two dimensions. When you’re out of 
space on the ground, you can take to the 
walls. There are a lot of options out there 
if you decide to pursue vertical garden-
ing. Hangers, baskets, lattice and hooks 
are all ways to DIY the project. If you’re 
not handy, a trip to the hardware store 
can always yield some prefabricated op-
tions.  Other ideas include growing herbs 
in window boxes, growing tomatoes or 
hops along latticework, and growing 
peppers in hanging baskets. Placing con-
tainers on steps a good way to utilized 
space, as well.

Good luck, and great veggies!

Mark J. Lucas is a veteran comic and local 
writer. He lives in Schumacher Place.

I f you live somewhere where space is at a premium, 
you don’t need to sacrifice precious yard to grow fresh 
herbs and vegetables. Container gardening is a sim-

ple and efficient way to maximize your produce potential. 
Here are some hints to help you get you on your way to 
backyard botanicals. 

CONTAIN 
YOURSELF

•••
A Basic Guide To 

Container Gardening

By Mark J. Lucas


